
 

 

Management Plan Comino  

All the management solutions proposed in this report are preliminary and should be 
adapted and evaluated as the study progresses. 
 
Introduction 

Comino (Maltese: Kemmuna) is a small island in the Maltese archipelago. The island 
has three areas where all anthropogenic pressure is concentrated, the Blue Lagoon 
(mainly foreign day-visitors), San Niklaw Bay (hotel guests and Maltese tourists) and 
Marija Bay (Bungalow and Camping guests and Maltese tourists). Each of these bays 
has different characteristics. San Niklaw bay and Marija Bay are more enclosed than 
Blue lagoon which is crossed by a current. Moreover, confined bays are exposed to 
the main wind. During summer Comino can receive up to 5000 visitors daily, lifeguards 
are present only in summer and one police man patrols the grounds all-year-round to 
watch over the people’s safety. The island itself is well on its way to become a ‘Natura 
2000’ site and the coastal area is candidate for being classified a ‘Marine Special Area 
of Conservation’. This report assesses some of the main environmental problems on 
the island and offers possible ideas for improvements that can be made in order to 
preserve Comino’s coastal zone. Also scientific assessment techniques are proposed 
as means to see if the new management plan is enforced properly.  

The main problem is too much people in a short time lapse. Impacts of this high 
pressure can be monitored in different ways such as fish populations and the evolution 
of seagrass meadows. Another problem is the effluent from the hotel to the confined 
bay. It impacts the water quality which should also be monitored. 

 

 

PROBLEMS  ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS SOLUTIONS 

Boating 

Anchoring 
 
Noise pollution (motors, party boats, …) 

Toxic products (painting, oil, sanitary, 

soap, …) 

Seagrass destruction 
 
Wildlife disturbance 
Water quality decrease 

Adapt anchoring locations and areas and 
implement moorings 
Adapt sound levels of music installations 
Use less toxic products, reduce waste and spills 

Accommodation (Hotel, Bungalows, …) 

Effluents 

 

Changing communities 

Enforcement of existing laws 
Spatial planning 
Extension and displacement of effluent pipes 

Tourists 

Body products 
Litter 

Water quality decrease 
Water quality decrease 

Advise reduction of body products  
Educate tourists and locals and implement more 
waste disposal facilities  

 



 

 

Conclusion 

We believe that the main environmental threats for the coastal zone of Comino are its 
high number of anchored boats and the lack of awareness programs provided to island 
visitors. We’ve come to the conclusion that a reduction of tourists and boats is not 
feasible in this popular Maltese destination and therefor management efforts should 
focus on preservation of the coastal zone by enforcement of already existing laws, 
better guidance of visitors (moorings, maps, information signs, …) and prevention of 
further development on the island. The blue lagoon is on open bay with currents that 
dilute the pollutants, so the problems here will be less obvious. The Niklaw and Marija 
Bay  We recommend that the coastal zone of the whole island should be properly 
mapped to establish areas of interest for conservation. Furthermore a ranger should 
be permanently present for surveillance of the areas of interest. 

 

Recommendations 

The monitoring can be done not only by scientists, but also by volunteers from the 
University or even by public envolvement. Very important in Malta is to start educating 
children about marine biodiversity by organising free workshops with snorkeling and 
clean-up projects. All of these voluntary programs will reduce the budget needed for 
management and monitoring. 
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